RISING

The smoke believes itself a cloud
SO it rises,
schooled in billowing, attuned to the beauty
of occlusion and shade, conundrums and accumulation,
without awareness of the coalescing storm
soon to extinguish

its ancestral
fire.

— Richard Hoffman

Reprinted with the author's permission.
From Emblem by Richard Hoffman, published by Barrow Street Press.
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